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School Choice in Arizona

District Open Enrollment (1994)

Nation’s Largest State Charter 
Sector (1994) at 22% of students

Scholarship Tax Credits (1997 
expanded multiple times)

Empowerment Scholarship 
Accounts (2011, expanded to all 
K-12 students 2022)

State-funded micro-schools

Home-schooling









Stanford Educational Opportunity Project

The Educational Opportunity Project at Stanford University 
(edopportunity.org)

https://edopportunity.org/
https://edopportunity.org/
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Number of Rural School Districts

Average Rate of Academic Growth for Rural School Districts (including 
charter schools if any) in Arizona and Texas, 2008-2018 (Source: Stanford 

Educational Opportunity Project)









“But Matt, what about ACCOUNTABILITY?”





ALABAMA

Colorado

Connecticut Kentucky
Louisiana

Massachusetts

Minnesota

Missouri

Nebraska

North Dakota
Pennsylvania

South Carolina

Washington

Wyoming

-15%

-10%

-5%

0%

5%

10%

15%

M
ID

D
LE

/H
IG

H
 IN

C
O

M
E 

LE
A

R
N

IN
G

 G
A

IN
S

Average Student Learning Gains by State for Low-Income and Middle/High Income 
Students, 2008-2018 (Source: Stanford Educational Opportunity Project)
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LOW-INCOME STUDENT LEARNING RATES

Average Student Learning Gains by State for Low-Income and Middle/High Income 
Students, 2008-2018 (Source: Stanford Educational Opportunity Project)
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