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Whatls
Accountability?



Accountable (adj.):
“subject to the obligation
to report, explain, or
justify something;
responsible; answerable.”
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Key Question: Accountability for What and to Whom?
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Traditional public school accountability:

The three ways that public schools talk
about accountability
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Financial Accountability:
Schools should be responsible for
how they use the money they are
given and should be ready to
account for what has been spent
and how.
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Democratic Accountability:
Since schools are funded by the
community writ large, they should
be able to account for how they are
reflecting the wishes of that
community. Are they teaching what
the community believes should be
taught? Are they organizing schools
in ways that the community agrees
to? Are they spending the
community’s money in ways that
comport with the community’s
wishes?
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Educational Accountability:
Schools should take responsibility
for the quality of the education that
the students in their charge receive.
They should be able to demonstrate
that students are mastering what
they are supposed to be learning.
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ﬁ On a scale of 1-10, how accountable do you think traditional public schools are?

Rating Poll 5votes &5 participants

Score: 4.2
20% 20% 20% 20% 20%
1 2 3 4 5) 6 8 9 10
Not at all Accountable Highly Accountable
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How are existing
choice programs
accountable now?



What should the

future of

accountability
look like?



