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School Choice in Arizona

District Open Enrollment (1994)

Nation’s Largest State Charter Sector 
(1994) at 22% of students

Scholarship Tax Credits (1997 expanded 
multiple times)

Empowerment Scholarship Accounts 
(2011, expanded to all K-12 students 
2022)

State-funded micro-schools

Home-schooling

Agenda



Arizona has more rural 
charter schools (64) than the 
total number of charter 
schools in 19 states.



…and the kids still 
play football on 
Friday nights!

Arizona school  
districts  have 200 
more schools and 
200,000 more 
students than and x4 
the revenue they had 
in 1993…



Arizona 
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Students 
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Academic 
Gains
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Arizona ran a 
$28,000,000 K-
12 surplus
while choice 
opponents 
claimed choice 
created a 
deficit.
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ESA misspending rate 
compares very favorably 
to the rates of programs 
supported by choice 
opponents. 
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Improper Payment Rates

Unemployment Insurance Improper Payment Rate, 2019-22

National Medicaid Improper Payment Rate, 2022

AZ SNAP Payment Error Rate, 2022

AZ ESA Rate of Apparent Misuses, 2018

Sources: Arizona Auditor General; USDA; Center for Medicaid Services
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